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Woodedkers By Mark Stewart

One of the most interesting sights you
probably recll from childhoodexperience
was awoodbedker hammering furiously
against atree | have on a number of occa
siors. | have aso seen hunmingbirds. Anyone
who has gent much timein thewoodsin al-
most any part of the United States has heard
the famili ar rat-a-tat-tat of awoodpedker
banging hs sarp, stout beak against wood
Woodpedkers have some of the most
remarkable habits of al li ving things. They
are another amazng example of highly
spedalized creatures who dotain their foodin
avery unusua manner.

One ornithdogist told of seeng awood-
pedcker land on lis favorite oak tree Seeng
the blurred head as the bird furiously hacked
clouds of splinters and sawdust out of his
favorite treg the man shoued at the bird, then
dedded to grdlethe part of the treethe wood-
peder had attacked with a heavy mesh wire,
in an attempt to dscourageit. But the
woodpedker was onback. Thistime, the

man foundthe wire mesh in shreds, and the
bird busily drilli ng cegoer into histred Fi-
nally, however, after finding the going a good
bit tougher throughthe wire, and after being
frightened away repeatedly, the bird was heard
by the owner of the treedrilli ng away ontrees
more distant in the forest. Severa years later,
he reported, a severe storm snapped his beau-
tiful oak treeright where the woodpedker had
been drilli ng. Deep within the trunk, the
ornithdogist discovered a big colony of car-
penter ants, and alabyrinth of gall eries they
gnawed insideit. It was then the man dedded
that, had he permitted the woodpedker to clean
out that ant nest, he would still have his
beautiful oak tree only made more rustic by
the famili ar drilli ng marks of the bird famili es
answer to the jack-hammer, the woodpedker.
But how did the woodbedker know thaose
ants were degp inside atough dd cak? Why
does awoodpeder obtain his foodin the most
difficult manner possble? Coud woodpedkers
(Continued on page 3)
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DEVOTIONAL - THE WOLF AND LAMB TOGETHER

“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and
the leopard shall li e down with the kid; and
the @lf and the young lion and the fatling to-
gether; and alittl e child shall | ead

them” (Isaiah 11:6). This <ene seeamsimpos-
sible; could it be merely an all egory? But that
isn't al. “The wolf and the lamb shall feed
together, and the lion shall eat straw like the
bull ock: and dust shall be the serpent’s meat.

They shall not hurt nor destroy in al my holy
mountain, saith the LORD” (Isaiah 65:25).
Whether thiswill all cometo passliterally
(and thereis nothing in the mntext to cause us
to question it), it definitely describes what God
considersthe ideal state of nature. In fact, in
the original creation, all animals were her-
bivorous. “And God said, Behald, . . .to every
(Continued on page 4)
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Legolution - Part one

Just the other day Lenny Lego came home from schod
and his Grandfather found Lenny sitting in a chair with a
puzzled look on fis face Grand Pa Lego wondering
what was wrong with his Grandson came over and sat
beside Lenny and asked “W hy the perplexed look
Lenny?’ Inwhich Lenny replied bad with uncertainty,
“Well in schod today, our scienceteader told us that
we evolved from a common block ancestor,” Lenny con-
tinued with, “and that the pictures he showed of extinct
Lego animals proved it. My teader told us that the simi-
larities of the Lego animals all but proved we're dl re-
lated. My teader said that because we have the same
type of interconreding blocks which when snapped to-
gether form similar fed, bodies and arms prove we ae
all descendents of an ariginal Lego arganism.” Lenny
then sat badk and after afew seconds looked at his
Grand Pa and continued with, “And it al seans to make
sense to me. Besides the pictures my teacher had models
of them al lined upin arow. Each Lego animal had the
same type of fed. Each Lego animal had the same
square blocky head, ead Lego block has the same plug
and socket for joining the blocks together... just like us
Grandpa.”

Grandpa Lego then took a deep breah to explain to
Lenny the truth behind the evolution d Lego people

Quotes

"I am much afraid that the schodswill prove the very gates of
hell, unlessthey dili gently labar in explaining the holy scrip-
tures, and engraving them in the hearts of youth. | advise no
oneto place his child where scriptures do not reign paramount.
Every institution in which men are not unceasingly occupied
with the word of god must be @rrupt.” Martin Luther

Luther also scorned theistic evolution, which was known
among the educated of his day and is even more prevaent to-
day: "It isnot true," hewrote, "as sveral heretics and other
vulgar persons all ege, that God created everything in the begin-
ning, and then let nature take its own independent course, so
that all things now spring into being of their own power;
thereby they put God on alevel with a shoemaker or atailor.
This not only contradicts ripture, but it runs counter to expe-
riencé'.

“The universities only ought to turn out men who are expertsin
the Holy Scriptures, man who can becme bishops and priests,
and stand in the front and all the world. But where do you find

by Karl Crawford

when Lenny blurted out with “Grand Pa, where did we
come from? Why do we have similar parts? Does this
prove we evolved from acommon Lego block?’
Inwhich Grand Pa Lego replied bad with, “Lenny, we
know the history of the first Lego man. He was creded
fully formed and complete dthough Lenny, some will
present the agument or a similar argument to us like
your scienceteader did. The reason why we have such
similar body parts is becaise our Credor used the same
style of building blocks. What works for us works for the
Lego cow and the Lego fish. No matter what is built
from the Lego blocks, they will always be similar. The
so-cdled evolution story is just an attempt to strip our
credor of the glory of his work and the magnificent abil-
ity to put together his building blocks to serve auseful
purpose. Remember Lego legs should be similar Lenny,
whether the building blocks are used for a man, ape,
cow, dinosaur, hird, or aligator. The only difference
would be the nedl for adlightly different arrangement of
the building blocks to better suite the Lego animal for
their particular environment or lifestyle, Lenny. Grandpa
then smiled as the redi zation d the truth settled into his
block shaped brain. A common creaor would use com-
mon building bocks in a @mmon design when He ae-
ated life.

that? | greatly fear that the universiti es, unlessthey teach the
Holy Scriptures dili gently and impressthem on the young stu-
dents, arewide gatesto hell. | would advise no ane to send his
child where the Holy Scriptures are not supreme. Every institu-
tion that does not unceasingly pursue the study of God's Word
bemmes corrupt. Because of thiswe @n seewhat kind of peo-
ple they become in the universiti es and what they are like now.”
Martin Luther

“The present fashionable practice of rgeding the Bible from
out schods, | susped, has originated with the Deists. They dis-
cover great ingenuity in this new mode of attaching Christian-
ity. If they proceal in it, they will do morein half acentury in
extirpating our religion than [anti-reli gious phil osophers]

Balli ngbroke or Voltaire wuld have dfeded in a thousand
years.” Benjamin Rush, signer of Dedaration of Independence

“I believe the Bibleis the best gift God has ever given man, All
the goad from the Saviour of the world is communicated to us
through thisBook.”  Abraham Lincoln
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(Continued from page 1)
have "evolved" gradudly - learning to "survive' in the only
way possblefor them, peking deep into toughtrees?

There are many different spedes of woodpedkers, one
hundred seventy-nine in the world, and twenty-two of themin
North America. They range in size from the huge pil eated
woodpedker (19 inches from tip of tail to tip of beak - about
the size of a crow) to the tiny downy. Each spedesfinds its
foodin adlightly different fashion, and feeds on dfferent
things.

Thelittl e downy feeds on caterpill ars foundin small twigs
andtiny crevices, whil e the redheaded woodpedker (the one
with which most people seem at least partly famili ar) feeds on
ants and gubs inside the trees. The gaudly derated pil eated
woodpedker can strip the bark completely from a tree One
ornithdogist watched a huge pil eated woodbedker remove 30
fed of bark from atreein lessthan 15 minutes! It had been
attacked by carpenter ants, thus preventing the spreading o the
ants to aher healthy trees nearby. The Flicker (named because
of the flash of white @lor onitswingsin light) feeds on a near
the ground lapping Y ants with its gicky tongLe.

The woodpedker is totally different from other birds. First
and most obviousisits beak. It is draight, very hard in
comparison with most birds, and pointed. The head is con-
structed dfferently, too. The skull i s much thicker than that of
other birds, and the skull and beak are moved (sometimes more
than 100times a minute!) by powerful muscles. The bones be-
tween the besk and skull have their own built-in *shock
absorbers', being constructed dfferently than thase of other
birds, which are usually diredly joined together. Rather, in the
woodpedker family, the beak and skull are joined by conredive
tisaethat is ongy and dastic.

Every part of the woodpedker's anatomy is gedally con-
structed for the sole purpose of drilli nginto wood Their claws
are divided into two sharp and powerful toes forward, and two
backward, like a pair of icetongs, for gripping the bark. Their
tail feathers act as a brace steadying the bird onafirm tripod
as it whacks away. Thetail feathers are unuwsually strong and
during molti ng season, the main propping feathers dorit fall out
until other feathers have already been replaced and can support
the weight of the bird whil e the bigger, stronger feathers molt.

How do they locate their food? Once a pil eated wood-
peder was observed whacking away on atough dd hickory.
Ants were using a littl e knathd e as an entranceinto the tree-
but the bird ignared the knathde. Instead it began poundng on
thetrunk asit slowly circled the tree- tapping, then pausing.
Then it drill ed its way into the very heart of the ant nest - five
fed below the knathde the ants were using. Ornithd ogists
speaulate the woodpedkers use their acute sense of hearing
(anather remarkabl e part of their anatomical structure to locate
the inseds either by hearing the inseds, or dse deteding the
subtle differences in the sounds of the woods over insed chan-

nes, or both. The woodbeder's tongLe
is perhaps its most remarkabl e instru-
ment. In most cases, it is barbed, and
about four times as longas the beak.
The woodpedker shakes histonglein
and ou of his beak like a snake's
tongLe. In some spedes, thetongeis
coated with a sticky

substance, used as bait to catch ants. A
woodpecker will drill i nto atree then
shake out itslong sticky tongie,
waiting uril the ants, believingit to be
aworm invader, swarm all over it. The
woodpeder then whips the unsusped-
ing antsinto his mouth.

Threewoodpedkers were being families answer
studied in a cage by ornithd ogists when .
they dedded to attempt an experiment. to the jack-

The experimenters tried hddingfood ~ hammer, the
above and behind the bird's heads, and  \yy00d edker.”
were astoni shed when they whipped

their tongues up over their heads,

snatching away the food withou

looking around or turning their heads!

Every different woodpedker performs a spedal servicein
policing a balanced forest. Woodoedkers are the only creatures
who spend most of their waking hours banging their heads
against wood They dothis because of the role they seem to
have been assgned in the living community: to dean inseds
from under the bark of trees.

But when dd the very first woodbedker dedded to pedk
wood? Think about it. Let's imagine the very first attempt of a
woodpedker to pedk wood If evolution hed ocaurred, then it
had to start somewhere!

What made that first would-be woodpedker pedk wood?
Weas it necessary for him to survive? That hardly seems likely.
Milli ons of other birds are still with us; and they obtain their
food many other ways. The would-be woodpedker would have
to have his grongbeak, hislong tongue, his acute hearing,
strong redk muscles, athick skull, visdike toes and stiff tail
feathers for support before he muld start! Thefist would be
woodpedker would have to have developed these things before
he would be awoodpeder andif he already had these things he
was already awoodpedker!! Andyet thisis essentially how
woodpeders aurvive, by pedkingwood ontrees and eating
ants.

Thewoodbeder is a prime example of a spedalized
creature designed by an intdli gent creator and cannd be e-
plained logically in aher terms.

“..thebird
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“Set in the Defense of Creation Science’

M oonstruck

About 20 years ago, evolutionists garted to think that "'slow
and gradual processs' could never have made the erth. Then
they started talking about asteroids hitti ng the erth, huge local
floads, times of great volcanoes, and sudden times of fast evolu-
tion. Nowadays, catastrophism is one of the tod's of the evolu-
tionary geologist. They used to look down on it, because only
the aeationiststalked about it for the past 150years.

In the 9/4/98 isaue of Science magazne, new studies $ow that
the wre of earth's moon is unusually small. This goes along
with the evolutionist idea that the moon was formed when some
big objed hit the earth and broke off abig pieceof it. Wow.
That objed was supposed to have hit us about 4 bya (billi on
years ago).

It had to be about the size of the planet Mars. Now theresa
catastrophe.

They can believe this, but they can't beli eve that we had one
measly world-wide flood about 4000years ago. Go figure. Sam
Fox

(Continued from page 1)

beast of the erth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every
thing that creepeth upon the erth, wherein thereislife, | have
given every green herb for meat: and it was 9" (Genesis
1:29,30).

With man’sfall i nto sin and God’ s resulting curse on the earth,
thisideal state deteriorated. Teeh and claws, originally de-
signed for digging roats and branches, began to be used for
tearing and eating flesh. Even man was authorized by God to
eat meat after the Flood (Genesis 9:3). It is dill true, however,
that bath men and animals gill can survive on anon-
carnivorous diet when necessary, for thiswas designed initially
as the best way, all of which leads to the cetain conclusion that
God dd not al ow any such reign of toath and claw on the earth
before man sinned. The @ntention of those who promote the
idea of long geological ages, with billi ons of animals auffering
and dying duing those ages, charges our God of wisdom and
mercy with gratuitous cruelty.

In aworld made by aloving God, there culd have been no
death in the world until man brought sin into the world
(Romans5:12). Henry M Morris



